
Table B-18.  Full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all institutions,

by detailed field: 1992-1999

Field 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 322,609 329,701 332,149 329,356 328,628 327,310 327,447 334,405

..............Total, science and engineering fields 290,501 294,022 293,040 287,245 284,131 280,677 278,979 283,915

...............................................Sciences, total 216,094 220,252 221,501 219,491 218,302 215,101 213,648 216,083

...............................Physical sciences, total 30,673 30,611 30,043 28,876 27,929 26,865 26,390 26,640
.................................................Astronomy 840 848 953 871 854 768 787 808

..................................................Chemistry 16,999 17,204 17,104 16,736 16,479 15,992 15,777 15,963
......................................................Physics 12,689 12,397 11,766 11,052 10,400 9,923 9,661 9,661

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 145 162 220 217 196 182 165 208

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 10,984 11,351 11,452 11,262 10,797 10,527 10,445 10,492
...............................Atmospheric sciences 959 980 993 959 980 966 856 793

.............................................Geosciences 5,885 5,970 5,946 5,796 5,579 5,432 5,214 5,239
...........................................Oceanography 2,133 2,177 2,333 2,228 2,074 1,971 2,047 2,130

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 2,007 2,224 2,180 2,279 2,164 2,158 2,328 2,330

................................Mathematical sciences 14,679 14,530 14,226 13,410 12,966 12,144 11,751 11,792

.....................................Computer sciences 17,505 17,401 16,701 16,510 17,195 18,335 19,972 22,708

...................................Agricultural sciences 9,454 9,484 9,510 9,633 9,327 9,133 9,015 9,210

.............................Biological sciences, total 44,392 46,487 48,026 48,366 47,782 47,011 47,105 47,268
....................................................Anatomy 922 938 947 930 977 968 893 871

..............................................Biochemistry 5,045 5,174 5,222 5,229 4,998 4,832 4,906 4,819
......................................................Biology 9,678 10,028 10,086 9,973 10,043 10,299 10,036 9,908

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 1,634 1,990 2,056 2,093 2,162 2,005 2,559 2,604
.................................................Biophysics 728 755 770 800 807 728 707 681

.......................................................Botany 2,301 2,353 2,349 2,149 2,130 2,051 1,993 1,950
................................................Cell biology 2,999 3,228 3,632 3,742 3,735 3,728 3,826 4,039

.....................................................Ecology 997 1,057 1,203 1,304 1,243 1,172 1,202 1,240
...........................Entomology/parasitology 1,016 1,039 1,066 1,041 1,027 995 1,000 971

....................................................Genetics 1,526 1,690 1,602 1,619 1,653 1,666 1,621 1,667
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 4,460 4,607 4,705 4,673 4,537 4,416 4,455 4,554

.....................................................Nutrition 2,863 3,045 3,221 3,431 3,482 3,289 3,177 3,153
..................................................Pathology 1,165 1,296 1,389 1,382 1,355 1,420 1,339 1,364

...........................................Pharmacology 2,400 2,506 2,681 2,539 2,510 2,461 2,562 2,579
.................................................Physiology 2,160 2,220 2,221 2,376 2,217 2,102 1,990 1,901

.....................................................Zoology 1,789 1,747 1,717 1,746 1,628 1,520 1,424 1,382
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 2,709 2,814 3,159 3,339 3,278 3,359 3,415 3,585

..................................................Psychology 34,162 34,782 35,288 35,222 35,412 35,551 35,148 34,715

...................................Social sciences, total 54,245 55,606 56,255 56,212 56,894 55,535 53,822 53,258
..............................Agricultural economics 2,105 1,963 1,936 1,977 1,784 1,718 1,670 1,686

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 5,337 5,429 5,837 5,792 6,003 5,799 5,734 5,814
................Economics (except agricultural) 10,184 10,107 9,945 9,743 9,548 8,813 8,564 8,390

................................................Geography 2,801 3,026 3,119 2,962 2,959 2,967 2,908 2,786
.................................................Linguistics 2,477 2,538 2,518 2,486 2,530 2,420 2,286 2,182

.........................................Political science 17,667 18,372 17,918 17,630 17,669 17,071 16,316 16,138
...................................................Sociology 6,469 6,625 6,720 6,692 6,610 6,717 6,460 6,278

.............................Sociology/anthropology 651 639 693 663 620 666 615 518
.................................Social sciences, n.e.c 6,554 6,907 7,569 8,267 9,171 9,364 9,269 9,466

..........................................Engineering, total 74,407 73,770 71,539 67,754 65,829 65,576 65,331 67,832
...............................Aerospace engineering 3,306 3,262 3,000 2,693 2,576 2,529 2,565 2,645
..............................Agricultural engineering 840 835 879 859 799 748 756 767
...............................Biomedical engineering 2,167 2,269 2,292 2,315 2,316 2,462 2,513 2,742

.................................Chemical engineering 5,946 6,041 6,105 5,957 5,909 5,784 5,601 5,569
..........................................Civil engineering 12,454 12,458 12,641 12,248 11,791 11,331 11,079 11,178

..................................Electrical engineering 20,977 20,343 19,385 18,167 17,967 18,854 19,470 20,224
....................................Engineering science 1,415 1,397 1,347 1,243 1,057 1,018 1,114 1,035

......................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 6,081 5,902 5,910 5,342 5,128 5,075 4,853 5,284
..............................Mechanical engineering 12,383 12,395 11,875 11,128 10,690 10,432 10,073 10,333

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 4,274 4,249 4,108 3,880 3,693 3,661 3,702 3,537
....................................Nuclear engineering 1,084 1,070 997 883 771 708 662 641

......................................Engineering, n.e.c. 3,480 3,549 3,000 3,039 3,132 2,974 2,943 3,877

...........................................Total, health fields 32,108 35,679 39,109 42,111 44,497 46,633 48,468 50,490
.................................................Clinical fields 2,038 2,217 2,374 2,347 2,395 2,689 2,562 2,744

.............................................Dental sciences 988 1,003 1,048 1,096 1,116 1,235 1,219 1,161
..........................................................Nursing 6,422 6,875 7,914 8,561 8,653 9,035 9,053 9,470

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 2,063 2,122 2,175 2,138 2,215 2,225 2,258 2,609
........Preventive medicine/community health 4,789 5,334 5,425 5,897 5,771 5,828 6,578 6,889

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 7,144 8,109 8,707 9,064 9,649 9,907 10,141 10,479
.......................................Veterinary sciences 754 693 696 733 736 985 970 978

.........................................Other health fields 7,910 9,326 10,770 12,275 13,962 14,729 15,687 16,160

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


